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 Monthly Feeding 

Schedule... 

Amazing Love Ministries, Inc. 
Matthew 25:35   “For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was 

thirsty and you gave me something to drink…”   

Volunteer of the Month:  John and Vikkie Minton  

Dec. 1:  Get Real Minis-

tries * 

Dec. 8  Thomas‟ Life 

Group * 

Dec. 15:  First Baptist 

Church of Dover 

Dec. 22:  Carston‟s Life 

Group * 

Dec. 29:  Van Dyke 

United Methodist 

 

* Needs assistance with pro- 

viding food and serving. 

We all know that the greatest Christmas gift of all was the birth of our Lord and Sav-

ior, Jesus Christ! Amazing Love Ministries would like to share some memories of  

Christmas gifts and special moments with all of you, our family in Christ Jesus. Grab 

some hot cocoa and sit by the fire with your newsletter and reminisce with us! Some 

of us were blessed by having loved ones share their birth date with Jesus! Barbara and 

Jimõs grand daughter, Kari, was born on Christmas day as well as George and Caro-

lynõs grand daughter, Ryan Delane. Wayne couldnõt pick just one Christmas mem-

ory...he just remembers all the love, joy, and happy times heõs shared with family and 

friends. Chris remembers the floor mats for his car that he received when his family had òno moneyó.  San-

dra just loved the Barbie Townhouse that she found under her tree! Niles was blessed with an early Christ-

mas gift this year of eye glasses.  Joseõs best Christmas ever was when he finally understood what Christmas 

was all about!  Michael remembers his AFX  Stock Car. Wendyõs favorite toy was a ball. Robert just enjoyed 

having the family around. Theresa loved her real pound puppy...Cody! Danielle sparkled with her diamond 

ear rings! Frank remembers four years ago when the whole family was together. Hayleyõs best memory of 

Christmas was putting up the lights with her dad.  Deborah stayed warm in her genuine, fake fur coat! Ema-

lie loved when all of the family got together. Terry had a blast with his Dog and Airplane Bozo Circus. 

Heather just loved her My Size Barbie! Jeremiah and Gerard both received train sets. Caroline, Charles, Dan, 

Jimmy, and Buster all found bicycles under their trees. Emma loved her framed pictures of loved ones.  Si-

erra remembers visiting her dad.  Andrew loves playing his PSP.  John raced around in a go cart on Christ-

mas. Vicki  had a favorite baby doll. Carlye is still jamming to her IPOD.  Jason remembers Atariéfor those 

that are younger then 40éthat is a video game!  John played with his favorite race track.  Norm loved  his 

gift of  eye glasses! Bella said all the Christmasõ were good because Jesus was born...so how can you go 

wrong? Tim enjoyed his new entertainment stand...after he put it together. Steve wound up Evil Kenevil and 

sent him flying off of the cycle ramp! Charles loved his favorite blue jeans. Chrisseyõs best Christmas was 

three years ago when she found The Crossing. Vikki got a beautiful, handmade doll. Carrie remembers her 

record player that played vinyl!  Don said the good Lord was his best gift ever! AJ said all of his Christmasõ 

were good!  Steve remembers his broken race track and a computer...hopefully it worked! Dave and Kedaõs 

best Christmas was when they met a homeless man and he lived with them for three months over Christmas.  

As for me, I loved my Creepy Crawlers and Easy Bake Oven . From all of us at Amazing Love Ministries, we 

wish you a blessed Christmas with many more warm memories to share!  Merry Christmas! 

Have you ever caught òGod being Godó?  John and Vikkie have. The director of  their Sunday School, Jim 

Behan, challenged them to go out during the week and òcatch ò Him. After making excuses for why not to 

serve, John  finally stopped by Amazing Love Ministries one Monday night.  While in the prayer circle, he 

began talking with the homeless gentleman beside him. They realized that they had grown  up together and 

knew each others families! At that moment John knew he had caught òGod 

being Godó. The following week Vikkie came to serve with him.  They remem-

ber Jim telling them that òWe are not here to feed people, but  we do;  we are 

not here to hand out clothes, but  we will; we are here to tell people about Je-

sus.ó  And they doé.every Monday evening. Their friend Jim went home to be 

with the Lord earlier this year.  They will never forget how God used him to 

change their lives.  They also understand that it doesnõt matter where you sleep 

at night, if you have not given your life to Jesus, you are truly homeless. 



 

 Praise and Worship Spotlight:   John Green 

 Person to Person:   Niles 
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Winter is here!  Donations of blankets are desperately needed.  Please bring any donations to Amazing 

Love Ministries on Monday evenings or contact ewolfman@tampabay.rr.com to coordinate delivery.  

Volunteers are needed to prepare and provide food for Amazing Love Ministries .  If your group or or-

ganization would be interested in serving or providing a meal, or if you as an individual would be able to 

serve or provide a food item, please email  Barbara or Jim at amazinglovemin@verizon.net  

We have started a “Prayer Request” list for our friends downtown.  They will be placed on the tables 

Monday night and will be emailed out weekly.  Please pray for them and their needs and show them 

there is power in prayer through Jesus Christ!   

Donations of Christmas cards and stamps are being accepted so that we can assist our friends in con-

tacting their loved ones over the holidays. Please bring donations on Monday„s through December. 

Niles loves playing the saxophone! He also loves coming to Amazing Love Ministries on 

Monday evenings where he is part of the Praise and Worship Team. He has been at-

tending for 2 years and loves that ñ...the volunteers come out and take their time to 

show Godôs love by doing for others, what other people just donôt do.ò Niles has been 

playing the sax for over 30 years and was in the marching band when he attended 

Florida A&M University! He now states that he plays his horn for Christ!  Born in 

Gainesville and brought up in the church, Niles has been in the Tampa area for three 

years. He stays with a friend at the present time and has worked at a variety of jobs 

which include driving a truck, lawn maintenance, and janitorial work. He has a twenty -  

two year old daughter who lives in the area and a twenty - three year old son who re-

sides in Tallahassee. Niles states that he has always admired God and has always 

wanted to do the right thing.  He says that God continually blesses him and that He has him on the 

streets for a reason. He is learning to trust Him and His plan for his life.  Niles loves Gospel music and 

gardening.  His favorite Bible verse is Proverbs 3:5 -6  Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not de-

pend on your own understanding.  Seek his will in all you do, and he will direct your paths.    

John strives daily to worship God with all of his heart, mind, and soul...and letõs not 

forget his musical talent! John thanks God every day for the gift of music and is 

committed to using his musical talents to serve Godõs Kingdom.  God worked 

through music to turn Johnõs life toward a more God centered direction and he is 

honored to carry His life changing message to others through song.  We are hon-

ored to have John lead us in worship at Amazing Love Ministries!  Even with his 

busy schedule as a member of The Crossing Churchõs Praise and Worship Team, he 

finds the time to drop by and join in!  Whether he is playing solo or is part of a quar-

tet, Johnõs love of music and the Lord comes through loud and clear!  Thanks to his 

parents who stressed that he needed to give his life to Christ  and learn His teach-

ings.  His father served as a role model and showed John how he could serve God 

and others.  His family loved music and encouraged him to sing and play guitar at 

an early age.  He and his family moved 

to Tampa in 1981 from the òBayou 

Stateó of Louisiana. He accepted Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior and 

was baptized at the Belmont Baptist Church.  He has been a member of The 

Crossing Church since November of 2005 . Johnõs favorite song is òHow 

Great is Our Godó by Chris Tomlin and his favorite Bible verse is: 

 Philippians 4:13  I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me..  

Next time you see John, thank him for his serving heart and gift of music! 
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Please pray that : 

there will be a covering of protection over the homeless in the Bay area and that they might know their       

ultimate protector, Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior! 

there will be a covering of protection over the volunteers who serve at Amazing Love Ministries and that 

they will have a blessed month and safe travel! 

volunteers will come forward to serve and prepare food for Monday evenings! 

donations of winter clothing and blankets will come pouring in! 

there will be safe travel for all of those traveling over the Christmas holiday! 

that we realize how blessed we are and give Him thanks and praise! 

Please email prayer requests to Jose Morales at: jmorales77@tampabay.rr.com 

Luke 2:10-11 

But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of 

great joy that will be for all the people.  Today in the town of David a 

Savior has been born to you;  he is Christ the Lord. 

 

JUST ONE MORE TIME  

     There‟s a 19th-century English novel set in a small Welsh town in which every year for the past 500 years 

the people all gather in church on Christmas Eve and pray. Shortly before midnight, they light candle lan-

terns and, singing carols and hymns, they walk down a country path several miles to an old abandoned 

stone shack. There they set up a manger scene. And in simple piety, they kneel and pray. Their hymns warm 

the chilly December air. Everyone in town capable of walking is there.  

    There is a myth in that town, a belief that if all citizens are present on Christmas Eve, then and only then, 

at the stroke of midnight, the Second Coming will be at hand. And for 500 years they‟ve come to that stone 

ruin and prayed. Yet the Second coming has eluded them.  

    One of the main characters in this novel is asked, “Do you believe that He will come again on Christmas 

Eve in our town?”  No,” He answers, shaking his head sadly, “no, I don‟t.”  “Then why do you go each year?” 

he asked.   “Ah,” he says smiling, “what if I were the only one who wasn‟t there when it happened?” 

    Well that‟s very little faith he has, isn‟t it? But it is some faith. As it says in the New Testament,, we need 

only have faith as small as a grain of mustard seed to get into the Kingdom of Heaven. And sometimes 

when we work with disturbed children, at-risk youth, troubled teens, alcoholic or abusive or depressed and 

suicidal partners, friends, clients…it is at those moments that we need that small bit of faith that kept that 

man coming back to the stone ruin on Christmas Eve. Just one more time. Just this next time, perhaps, I‟ll 

make the breakthrough then. 

    We sometimes are called upon to serve people for whom others have abandoned all hope. Perhaps we 

have even come to the conclusion that there‟s no possibility of change or growth. It‟s at that time that, if we 

can find the tiniest scrap of hope, we may turn the corner, achieve a measurable gain, save someone worth 

saving. Please go back, my friend, just this one more time.      

                                                                   Hanoch McCarty in Chicken Soup for the Soul 

Words  

of  

Encouragement 




