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Celebrating Our Freedom

The music was loud and the fire works even louder, but one thing
was clearly heard...the voices of hundreds of people that were
gathered at Freedom Fest in Pinellas Park on Saturday evening to
Praise and Worship our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! Big
Daddy Weave belted out his hits and the crowd danced with hands
raised, worshiping the King! The people were led in prayer often
throughout the evening. One prayer specifically stood out...the
one thanking God that we lived in a country where we can meet in
public and praise Jesus without retribution. It is hard to believe ==
that more Christians have been martyred in the 20th century than in the previous 19
combined! That in Sudan, priests have been slaughtered and congregations burned
alive inside their churches! More than 2 million people since 1985 have died as a re-
sult of genocide by the Islamic government in that same country. In the Union of
Myanmar, the government controls all religious activities and reports of forced labor,
random Killings, torture, rape and expropriation of property are not uncommon in the
Christian communities. In China, Christians are interrogated, tortured and confined to
labor camps for holding services outside of the state-approved churches. It is not un-
common for Christians in China to travel over 2 hours to attend service in an unap-
proved church house! (How often do we complain about getting out of the parking lot late?)
In Yemen on June 12th, 9 Christian relief workers were kidnapped and three of them
killed. The other 6 remain hostage. During this month of celebrating our freedom, let
us keep our brothers and sisters in Christ around the globe uplifted in our thoughts
and prayers. Let us pray that under the same conditions of persecution, our faith
would be as strong as theirs. Let us put into perspective the sacrifices we make for
serving our God. Let us not complain about our lack of time or busy schedules, while
others are paying with their lives. Let us remember that we are blessed to live where
we truly are free and | et“s not Goddgee us tthadourpge
to use our freedom to serve YOU and spread YOUR WORD to the ends of the earth!

Volunteer of the Month: Vicki

Vicki has been with Amazing Love Ministries since the sec- pm
ond feeding at the original I o
charge”...once! That ended in
present location! Originally from Minnesota, Vicki moved
to Tampa in 1979. She started dating her husband, Dan,
when she was just 15 years old...her high school sweet-
heart! They have been married for 15 years and have two
beautiful daughters, Cierra (9) and Lauren (7). She is
very proud of both of her daughters and their desire to provide for the less
fortunate. Ask her to tell you about the lemonade stand her daughter ran or
the time her daughter donated her hair for children with cancer. Not hard to
see where they get their serving hearts...Vicki was born again at the age of
15 and decided to truly give her life to God, not just in an action, but (cont.)
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Volunteer
Of
the Month

(continued) Vicki

as a life changing experience. As her relationship with God grew, so did her relation-
ship with Dan and he soon gave his life to the Lord as well. He also has a generous
heart and has been touched by the plight of the homeless. Perhaps his parents had
an effect on him...he is Barbara and Ji m"s s
ers and serving our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ is contagious! Vicki truly enjoys
going down town on Monday nights. She enjoys the relationships that have been de-
vel oped and nurtured over the years and feel
Vicki prays that the ministry continues to grow and that one day, they will obtain a
facility that can be used to help people get back on their feet, cleaned up, receive
counseling, and simply, just feel loved and cared for. She prays that God blesses the
ministry and everyone that is involved in it. Thank you for serving and for your giving
heart, Vicki! You are contagious!

Praise
and
Worship
Spotlight

v,

Praise and Worship Spotlight: 2003 Hyundai Santa Fe

You might not recognize the vehicle at first...but it |
has been part of our Praise and Worship Team on
a regular basis! When in need, just back up the
Hyundai, pop the trunk, slide in a CD, and put the
microphone to the speaker! Instant Praise and
Worship! Sadly, it will not be available any more
as an oak tree toppled on top of it during a storm
the day I left for Brazil. Praise God that no one
was hurt even though my son and two of his
friends were in it at the time! (They climbed out :
of the window in case you were wondering.) The Hyundai will be replaced, but not
forgotten. The insurance company determined it a total loss. I will make sure that
my next vehicle has a sound system so that it can take over where my Santa Fe left
off. I thank God for the years of use that the car provided for me!

Person
to

Person

Person to Person: Andrew

If you have ever signed in and received a nhame tag at Amazing
Love Ministries on Monday evening, you have met Andrew! Just
23 years old, he has experience beyond his years. Born in Tusca-
loosa, AL, he moved to Tampa in 2000. He obtained his GED,
served in the Job Corp for culinary arts, worked with the Medieval
Festival traveling up and down the East Coast, and has lived on
the streets of Tampa since Septemb
his sisters currently live in the area, while his other sister lives in
AL. Andrew was a Baptist wunti/l », 06, but is ¢
Christianity and is exploring other options. He does believe that you should do unto
others as you would have them do unto you. Andrew enjoys reading science fiction
and fantasy, watching movies, playing video games, listening to country music, and
riding his bike...not sure why, as he has been hit by cars three times! Andrew loves
to help out at Amazing Love Ministries as it is the least he can do to give back what
he receives! His desire is for the ministry to obtain a building and continue providing
services to the homeless in the downtown Tampa area for many years to come.
Thank you, Andrew for your serving heart. May God bless you and direct your path!
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Verse of the
Month

And

Prayer Requests

2 Chronicles 7:14

If my people who are called by my name will humble themselves and pray and seek my
face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear them from heaven and will forgive

their sin and will heal their land.

Please pray that :

e we realize how blessed we are and give Him thanks and praise for being free to worship HIM!
e we will raise funds enough to acquire a building in the downtown area to meet our ministries needs.
e Lonnie and Danny recover quickly from their injuries received when they were hit by cars.

e there will be a covering of protection over the homeless in the Bay area and that they might know their
ultimate protector, Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior!

e there will be a covering of protection over the volunteers who serve at Amazing Love Ministries and that
they will have a blessed month and safe travel!

e volunteers will come forward to serve and prepare food for Monday evenings!

Please see Pastor Greg if you have a prayer request, so that he can send it out to our faithful prayer warriors!

Do you have school uniforms that need a hem or repair? How about that sun dress
that needs a nip or a tuck? Getting marri ed
that requires an adjustment? Does your husband need his pants taken in...or let
out? Do I have the deal for you! Susan Tubbs has generously offered to donate
the cost of the highest alteration item per transaction to Amazing Love Ministries!
This offer is good for all new customers during the entire month of August! Susan is
a stay at home mom who has many years of experience doing an assortment of al-
terations. She attends The Crossing Church and has used her talents as a seam-

Fundraising stress to raise funds for other organizations as well. If you are interested in her ser-
. vices or would like more information, please contact Susan at 813-741-1063. Re-
Opportunity member to mention AMAZING LOVE MINISTRIES in order for her to make the dona-
tion. Thank you, Susan, for thinking of our ministry and for your desire to serve!
News e Want to help out with our bag lunches? Do
self? Why not donate individualized portions of items that can be packed inside
and the lunches? We could use chips, crackers, granola bars, snack cakes, pretzels,
candy and cookies. Please bring donations on Monday evening for the following
Updates week or contact Barbara and Jim at amazinglovemin@verizon.net to arrange for

pick-up.

e We are still in need of clothing items for men and women. Please bring your do-
nations with you on Monday evening or contact Giselle at
Giselle.Stevens@wellcare.com .

e Summer is here and with it comes heat, rain, and insects. Amazing Love Minis-
tries needs donations of Wet Ones, umbrellas, ponchos, and insect repellant.
Please bring them with you on Monday evening or contact Barbara and Jim at
amazinglovemin@verizon.net.

e We are excited to announce that our Bible Study on Monday night has officially
begun! We meet in the church annex from 6 to 6:40 p.m. Bring your Bibles and
come join in the fellowship, discussion, and hunger for the Word! Thanks goes
out to the Hyde Park United Methodist Church for the use of their facilities!




